Wednesday, January 22, 2003
Genesis 27:1 - 28:22

What we see here is a classic example of a dysfunctional family dividing up and teaming against each other. Who was in the right? Isaac or Rebekah? Probably neither.  Isaac continued to favor Esau over Jacob even though God’s choice was Jacob, and Esau had rejected his birthright and married into paganism.  Rebekah refused to wait for God’s timing and caused her son to run for his life. Only God could make all of this turn out for His glory.

During his journey to Uncle Laban in Haran, Jacob was given a dream about God. It wasn’t because Jacob had done well that God blessed him. God came to him in spite of his behavior. The ladder in Jacob’s dream was spoken of by Jesus in John 1:51 when He told Nathanial that he would “see the heavens opened up and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” Jacob’s goodness was not what could bring him into God’s presence. God Himself would provide the “ladder” to His presence hundreds of years later through the Gift of His Son. Jacob would not be able to understand the concept of Christ, but he could understand the promise that God would provide a way.

Jacob was still a long way from understanding how to respond to God’s grace.  After hearing God assure him of the covenant promises, and His everlasting presence, Jacob replied in that tone marking a man who had proved a trickster and manipulator. Jacob said that if God would fulfill His promises then “the Lord will be my God”.  Jacob had a lot of growing up to do before he would be a man of faith like the three men in the fiery furnace of Nebuchadnezzar, who said to the furious king, “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not…we will not serve your gods…” (Daniel 3:17-18)

Like Jacob, we have much growing up to do. Each day, the Holy Spirit comes to us and reminds us of our loving Lord and invites us to lean on Him and grow in our faith.

